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Searching the Nakagusuku @ 07) % 731‘ % e >
Castle Ruins < 2 mopg o M

Nakagusuku Castle Ruins, listed in the
Gusuku Sites and Related Properties of the
Kingdom of Ryukyu in 2000, is one of Japan’s
most famous castles. Elements such as their
historical position in the history of the
Ryukyus, the technology used in their
construction, and their level of preservation
makes these castle ruins highly valuable even
among the 300 or so castles in the prefecture.
As the Nakagusuku Park improvement project
being implemented by Okinawa prefecture
proceeds, many visitors from abroad, from
Okinawa, and from the rest of Japan are £k
visiting. We had Ms. Hyakuna and Ms. : r »
Nakamura, who are volunteer guides from the = - e

Gusuku Association give a tour to a group of [EFIJ=HBT—BREFREDVVLT—FIRDFI,  WAICASHIICEE TR,
three young travelers. NY——TFHIY T K EF LT ETES,
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The Historical Drama That Shook the Ryukyu Kingdom

Although Sho Hashi had founded the Ryukyu Kingdom by unifying the three kingdoms of Chuzan, Hokuzan, and Nanzan, the foun-
dations of the royal government were still weak, and rivalries between local warlords continued. Of these local warlords, Amawari,
based out of Katsuren Gusuku, was particularly strong.

In order to place a check on the lord of Katsuren Castle, Sho Hashi forced Gosamaru to relocate from Shuri Gusuku to Nakagu-
suku Castle, which was located in between Shuri Castle and Katsuren Castle. In 1440, Gosamaru moved to Nakagusuku Castle
and set to work expanding and renovating it.

Later, Sho Taikyu became the 6th king of the Ryukyu Kingdom. King Sho Taikyu, who had taken Gosamaru’ s daughter as his legal
wife, married his own daughter Momoto Fumiagari to Amawari, forming a relation by marriage between the two influential chief-
tains.

In 1458, civil war broke out between Gosamaru and Amawari. According to the official history, Gosamaru fell victim to calumny, as
Amawari falsely reported the royal government that the troops Gosamaru was amassing to fight him were actually to launch an
insurrection against the royal government. While King Sho Taikyu did believe that Gosamaru would surely not launch an insurrec-
tion against him, he investigated Nakagusuku Castle just in case. There, he was shocked to see the troops of Gosamaru’s army
training, and named Amawari as supreme commander of the royal army. Amawari then surrounded Nakagusuku Castle as its
residents were enjoying moon-viewing banquets on August 15th of the lunar calendar. Seeing the flag of the royal government,
Gosamaru realized he had been deceived by Amawari, but having sworn loyalty to the Ryukyu Kingdom, he did not resist the royal
government’s army. Instead, he and most of this family committed suicide.

Having eliminated Gosamaru, his bitter enemy, Amawari later attacked Shuri but was destroyed by the royal army.

Gosamaru’s 3rd son, Seishin, survived by being carried out of the castle by his wet nurse. Later, Seishin was appointed by King
Sho En as the administrator of Tomigusuku Magiri (administrative district). His descendants took on many major positions in the
Shuri royal government, including as members of the Sanshikan, or council of three, making them '("L .

one of the most prosperous families in the Ryukyu Kingdom.
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Okinawan New Year’s Sunrise Viewing
In olden times, the “Tunjii” (winter solstice) was
believed by the people of Okinawa to be the day
that marks the rebirth of the sun, and was known
as “Tunjii Shogatsu.” The Okinawan New Year’s
Sunrise is an event to welcome and
ateda” (the sunrise on new year’s

) at the Nakagusuku Castle Ruins. This event
celebrants the strength to thrive, and serves
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music, pcrlbrm R)‘Ul\'_\'uzm dzmcc.\'~ and sho\\‘cusc
traditional performing arts. These performances
continue even after the majestic sunrise.

After the event, volunteer guides from the
Nakagusuku Gusuku no Kai provide free tours of
the Nakagusuku Castle Ruins, allowing visitors
to learn about Nakagusuku's place in history.
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Projection Mapping Events

These unique performances combine the village's
traditional performing arts with images projection
mapped onto the ramparts of Nakagusuku Castle's
third enclosure, allowing visitors to experience the
legend of Nakagusuku Castle’s lord and local hero,
Gosamaru.

As part of the village’s tourism promotion project,
the event is aimed at creating a new nighttime
attraction at the Nakagusuku Castle Ruins, increas-
ing their visibility and bringing in more visitors.
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Event Solicitation Projects

Nakagusuku Castle has more than just historical value; it also has a wide
open space that used to be a horse train ound, which is perfect for
holding events. As such, Nakagusuku Village puts a great deal of effort
into soliciting events in order to increase the number of tourists from
within and without the prefecture. So far, the castle grounds have hosted
concerts by numerous major performing artists, theatre productions, and
performances of traditional Japanese Kabuki and Kyogen theatre.
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Toyomu Nakagusuku
Industrial Festival

The Toyomu Nakagusuku Industrial Festival is held
every three years to promote both internally and
externally the products from all industries that are
produced, manufactured and provided in Nakagu-
suku Village, as well as to increase sales and
expand markets for these products. The aim in
holding the festival is, through product exhibition
and sales, to enable people engaged in production,
processing, sale and consumption to network and
negotiate with each other, which promotes and
develops industry in Nakagusuku Village, and,
moreover, improves people’s lives, and contrib-
utes to the emergence of new products and indus-
tries that reflect innovative ideas and consumer
sentiment.
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Culture Festival geugLy R
Carrying on, Creating & ° % N xXEI N
Developing Our Culture = B Zml it
The Nakagusuku Culture Festival is : gﬁ JE D D g
held to enhance understanding of = U EE >
the arts and cultural activities as ) E T T Nn b
well as to carry on, create and [= ® = 3 B [Fs
develop our culture through the $H 1= = 1 -
exhibition of outstanding works |C Y ﬁﬁ oy :Iﬁl: *\j
exhibited by clubs affiliated with B 1t Y =D b4
the Nakagusuku Village Culture E D ﬂ_’, ﬁ'é — ﬂ:
Association and works solicited ray ,‘ﬁli_lf :E fy ﬂﬁ ﬁ";.l'
from the public along with stage n 73 {EJ t H %
performances of traditional arts T ERCDS O

and other such activities.
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Taafwakuu Drama of lju

Kume Sanjurokusei, who traveled to Okinawa from China, first introduced
Taafwakuu in the Kume district of Naha City, although it is not clear exactly
when. Nevertheless, Taafwakuu was traditionally performed at the annual
banquet after the Kume Sanruuchuu Arts Festival.

There are several theories about just who brought Taafwakuu to lju in Naka-
gusuku. One leading explanation is that it began with a man known as Naaf-
aanuyaa (house name), who was engaged as a servant in Naha. He is said to
have taught it to his son in lju, and then this son taught it to other youths
living in lju at the time. lju Taafwakuu is characteristic for its dynamism. On
account of the intense action, only young actors about 20 years of age are
able to execute the maneuvers.

The cast is comprised of two detectives, two flutists, one Chinese prince,
one tobacco pipe holder, one umbrella holder, one gong striker, one cymbal-
ist, one percussionist, and one drummer in addition to two or three singers
for the chorus.

The pattern of the dance is a procession. To the melody of Sanshin, the
detectives, Chinese prince, tobacco pipe holder, umbrella holder and drum-
mer dance as they play their respective instruments. lju Taafwakuu dance
movements are unique. In particular, the cymbalist, percussionist, and
drummer all perform a series of Chinese-style leaps, twists, bends and
stretches. Throughout the drama, they continue to dance in a rhythmical
dynamic manner, almost as if they were performing gymnastics.

Nakagusuku @
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Tsuha Eisa

Tsuha eisa first appeared in the 1970s and is
currently performed by about 30 members of
the community youth group, which is comprised
of a standard bearer, drummers, dancers and
jokers. It is a fascinating sight to see the women
move magnificently in unison and gesture with
their hands to the forceful and soul-stirring beat
of the drums.

The dancing style of the eisa line, which is a
highlight of the performance, is spectacular.
The formation quickly changes into crosses,
circles and other patterns. The tempo gradually
picks up to reach the dance’ s climax, evoking
the unigue ambience of Tsuha eisa not found
anywhere else.
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Tsuha Lion Dance

The Tsuha Lion Dance is one of Nakagu-
suku Village's precious traditional per-
forming arts and has been designated
as an Intangible Folk Cultural Property
of the village. It is said that the dance
was introduced around the year 1600.

It is performed at places of worship in
the Tsuha district, and is offered in con-
nection with religious rites praying for a
bountiful harvest, good health, and
prosperity for the hamlet.

The Tsuha Lion Dance is characteristic
for the way the lion head is used in two
separate dances: one male and one fe-
male where the masculine dance pres-
ents an image of strength and the femi-
nine dance is comprised mainly of gentle
movements.
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Soeshi’s Raising
of the Standard

The tradition of raising the standard in Soeshi
was revived in 2005, after an absence of 60
years since 1945 when the war ended. Before
the war, the standard was raised as part of the
Hatasugashi worship to purify the village, but
the custom was halted after the war. It was
restored as people called for its reinstitution,
saying that Hatasugashi worship could not truly
purify the village unless the standard was
raised.

Today, during the Hatasugashi worship onduly =
17 of the lunar calendar each year, the stan-
dard is raised in offering at four worship site:s in ;
the district (Utaki, Norodonchi, Ufuyaa: and
.8 lIrijoo). Just as before the war, there are two « ‘s
* standards. One reads ‘“bountiful harvest”
and the other “peace and tranquility.” Only
one is brought out at a time, alternating
between the two.
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Nakagusuku Village Office Nakagusuku Village Chamber of Yoshi-no-Ura Hall Municipal Gymnasium
Commerce and Industry
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Three Gajumaru Trees in front of Ishado
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Among the many beliefs about the origin of these banyan
trees, there is one story that says the three couples, who first
moved to the hamlet of Ishado, planted them as a memorial.
Legends about these trees are still told today.

@ i;ﬁa)j_- 5 Tsuha Tera
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The Tsuha tera enshrines sacred stones. Its origin is attrib-
uted to a man by the name of Sora Katsuren from Tsuha who
worshiped sacred stones and built this shrine. It is unknown
what prompted him to worship the stones.
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Tomari Kuwadeesaa (Village Designated Natural Monument)
HMITDOEMEAICED L. SHH200FFLEHT. HEE
R oIRESNTEZHRBEVBFROERADERERZ
THHET 8. HTTDAEDRNZEE LA THEALER
REWbBNTWET,

According to local legend, this commemorative tree was
planted about 200 years ago when a government official,
who had been dispatched by the Shuri Court, was reluctantly
bidding farewell to the local people as he had been order to
leave his post.

| @ {En@g Tomb of Gosamaru

FIENDIEERE. 1686FICEDFROERE
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The ashes of the Ryukyuan lord (anji) Gosa-
- =53 o L . maru and his descendants through the
A T Wl o NI = ..»=.. seventh generation are enshrined in this tomb.
It has a very high cultural value as it is the
oldest tortoise-shell tomb in existence.
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Buddhist Shrine (Gan) Alcove at Tsuha
RETEREANIZBEZEETERD
NDTY., WETIXFEAEREHELT
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M IECLICRERUEZZTTED
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A gan is used for carrying the funerary
box containing a person's remains to the
tomb and is rarely seen in use today. In
Tsuha, this structure for housing the gan
has been preserved.
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Asato Tera (Prefecture De51gnaled Tangible
Folk-Cultural Proper
Fﬁmﬁuﬁiwé%wmﬁkmtm4
EADPERSNTNET. FHRE
%\ REKAZEEFBET 2ERT, A
BOBRGBMCRABEDHLENT SO
XEMD L TEELLHATY,

Inside the tera, four sacred stones ranging
from small to large are arranged. At this
sanctum, people pray for such things as
their descendants' prosperity and good
health. This is an important cultural asset for
learning about the forms of tera in Okinawa.

ﬁo Za Castle Mount
RS SBBEA— MVERAICH
BURY, BIEALFICHHZ KA
LTWekFREERIDOREME WVbn
TWET, PHEATR DSBS
HU., BEOHEZO>TNET,

This is an ancient castle site lying several
hundred meters to the east of the Naka-
gusuku Castle Ruins. It is said to have %
been the residence of the lord who ruled
Nakagusuku before Gosamaru.
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Prefectural Road Construction Monument (Arakaki)

(R 2 S )

Nakagusuku Village Designated Historic Site
BAIFI10A, REEXRESHMER (REDIRIES
%) OFBELILTRISNLETYT, 4k,
y IEEEIBNTMET, EROMBIRFOER
| Tl FERSOREERLEDBANRER
U, BATFIRICETL, BF4RLCRILELE,
BXIIFBICVEZERBERT EEBIC, FIEE
Al - ERRXFOIEEHADABICHE>TVET,
| This monument marks the opening of the Prefectural
Road Futenma-Yonabaru Route (currently Prefectural
Route 35) in October 1934. At the time, transporta-
tion to Arakaki Settlement was incredibly inconve-
nient, and the opening of this road fulfilled a long-
awaited wish of many years. This road, on which
construction started in September 1932 and
completed in the following April, was the fruit of the
efforts by Arakaki natives such as Zenshun Isa. The
monument commemorates the events leading to
the road’s opening, and also extols the achievements
of Zensoku Isa and his son Zenshun.

Nakagusuku @
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Minami-Uebaru District
A Growing Young Town

The Minami-Uebaru district is located along
the edge of Naha City, Ginowan City and Oki-
nawa City, and includes the University of the
Ryukyus. This has led to an increase in the
district’s population and the area is bustling
with activity. In the aim of developing the dis-
trict in an orderly fashion, Nakagusuku
Village is working to create a safe and pleas-
ant district that is in harmony with the natu-

ral environment.
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Municipal Administration b
Nakagusuku Village is aiming to become a village full of individuality and vitality by P
responding to the changes brought on by the 21st century, including population aging, A

informatization, and internationalization. Towards this goal, the village is aiming at
achieving participatory governance in accordance with the concept of local autonomy. It
does this by disclosing information publically, encouraging villager participation, and
using networking to improve the efficiency of paperwork, thereby increasing the quality
of its administrative services.
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School Education & {7
In recent years, the social situation surrounding school-based education has changed greatly, creat- f.)\ $
ing new challenges. The Nakagusuku Village Board of Education is leading a village-wide effort to oo
solve these issues in collaboration with local schools, families, and the greater region, as well as with (=N 2
local PTAs and children’s organizations. Further, the village also aims to develop individuals with A

richness of spirit through life-long learning, which includes traditional regional events, sporting
events, and outdoor education. Additionally, in order to respond to the way that society is rapidly
becoming more reliant on information technology, the village has installed computers at its elemen-
tary and junior high schools as part of an effort to develop students’ ability to utilize IT while also
elevating their sense of purpose.
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Learning the History and Culture of
Nakagusuku — Nakagusuku Gosamaru Course
Since 2012, the village has promoted a project entitled “Learning the History
and Culture of Nakagusuku through Gosamaru and the Nakagusuku Castle
Ruins.” This project focuses on the World Heritage Site Nakagusuku Castle
Ruins, which was built and completed by Gosamaru, and aims to pass on and
develop the Site’s geographical and natural characteristics, as well as its culture
and tradition that are rooted in the region, as something to be proud of. Begin-
ning in academic year 2014, a course entitled the Nakagusuku Gosamaru
Course has been implemented at three local elementary schools. In this course,
children of all grade levels engage in classes conducted using supplementary
readers. A supplementary reader entitled “Arinkurin” was also created for
junior high school students, who engage in engage in classes conducted during
integrated study periods aimed at instilling a love for their hometown.
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Gosamaru Trim Marathon

Nakagusuku Village Track Meet

Social Education & Lifelong Sports
Given village residents' increasing need for a diverse range of social education, the Lifelong Learning Division
of the BOE is leading an effort to support social education activities by holding a variety of lecture series.
Yoshinoura Hall plays a central role in social education activities, and many villagers of all ages study about the
topic in this hall.
In order to promote social exchanges between villagers, Nakagusuku Village is striving to make Yoshinoura
Park a place where everyone can enjoy sports whenever and wherever they want. The village is striving to
promote lifelong sports by organizing sporting events and sports clinics that meet the needs of villagers, provid-
ing them with opportunities for exercise. It is doing this while improving the environments of its facilities and
i L i deepening its collaboration with the region and local organizations. Further, the village is engaged in initiatives
Hﬁ kL -U7 l/‘y:/:l-%;i#i that include training for coaches in the Sports Promotion Committee, and the support of its sports clubs as well.

Brain Training and Refreshing Classes

@ Nakagusuku



fEE2MiRF A child receives an exam

FB CIleXRX UL H] Acreat vilage to Raise Children
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A Great Village to Raise Children

The village is engaged at several initiatives aimed at making it a great place to raise children. These include subsi-
dies that provide 14 free prenatal exams, periodic postnatal examinations for infants, health consultations with
public health nurses and registered dietitians, as well as subsidization of children’s medical expenses until they
graduate junior high school. As part of measures to prevent the falling birthrate, the village also partially subsidizes
fertility treatments in some cases, and has also started individual dental examinations for two year-olds.
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Child Welfare and Welfare for Single Mothers & Fathers

Nakagusuku Village has strived to create safe and secure en vironments for the
sound physical and mental development of its children. Namely, child welfare
facilities including municipal nursery schools, authorized corporations nursery
schools, Centers for Early Childhood Education and Care, and children’s cen-
ters. The village is also working to reduce the burden of families with children
through its convalescent childcare and family support center programs. The
Regional Childcare Support Center provides support to families with children.
It also supports developmentally-challenged children through its monthly
Wakuwaku Club meetings.

In order to reduce the burden on single-parent families, the village provides
them with partial subsidies for medical expenses, subsidies for after-school
child day care costs, and subsidies for the cost of non-registered childcare
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A Village Where the Elderly Can Live With Peace of Mind

[ SMhbLEE]

ZUTHRLLTESEI G DO<Y IIhH O EBEToTNET, [ER. H
. B, R L LR mER FEE BX MFE R2H X5 8. HE 4R
i TRIEL WAIKEPEIZy ) REEDKRFALELBLT. BHEDEE
BOIKUPREEROSHICED. BRHENESLYT WD UV
ATNET,

[ BEERESEATESK ]

SARZEORLEXEREL. EFBIRRRERVEELOFH. RREAENR
& BARZORR GORESHRABARERVIT /A TYIRVRIRI Y~
=2Y) &RY, EROBREHOSBICRVELRRAFOYLEDOTVET,

Welfare|for the Elderly,
A Village)\Whereithe|Elderly Can Live with
Peacejof Mind and!Welfare for the Disabled

- The Welfare for;the Elderly village is proactively working to create an environment
where the elderly,can'live independently by supporting elderly people who live at home,
as)well as their families; and by supporting activities that help them find their purpose in
life: Towards this'goal; the,village conducts a number of welfare services for the elderly.
These mclude operating the Nakagusuku Village Region Comprehensive Support Center
and an emergency communication'system, providing preventative care, dementia preven-
tion, homginea delivery,service, providing;the elderly and others with healthy drinks,

cash gltts to,the elderly/on'Respect for;the/Aged Day, and providing subsidies for
regional projects,to,support the elderly. In addition, the village has several Intensive
Care Homes'for; the'Elderly, and Elderly Care Facilities that provide day care and day
service, covered by, the Long-Term Care Insurance.

[Social Events]

The village organizes social events as part of an initiative aimed at building an elderly-

friendly community.;These events, intended to help the elderly find something to live
for, as well as to raise health consciousness, include Yuntaku-kai (intercommunication
meetups), picnics, cross-generational exchanges with children, and more. They are held
monthly in the areas of Toma, Okuma, Hama, Kitauebaru, Minamiuebaru, Ishado,
Noborimata, Wauke, Tsuha, Kuba, Tomari, Arakaki, and Kitahama.

[Health Screenings]

The village is engaged in health initiatives aimed at providing cancer screenings (40th
birthday and Aminolndex® Cancer Screening) and raising the health consciousness of
villagers. These include conducting group health screenings and health classes, as well
as initiatives to preventing lifestyle diseases from occurring or,worsening.

In Welfare for the Disabled order to help individuals with disabilities participate in soci-
ety and gain independence, the village provides a number,of,welfare services for the
disabled, with the central focus on consultation services for.the parents of disabled chil-
dren. The village operates a social activity, support center aimed at helping;the disabled
find reasons for living. Operation of;the facility is consigned to the’Japan'National
Council of Social Welfare.

@ Nakagusuku
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A group from “Support Center Mutsumi” taking a walk
at Nakagusuku Park

Eb‘(’ \%?E*.Il: Welfare for the Disabled
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i EFEEEY) Nakagusuku Village Youth Festival

%E% Youth Association
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Nakagusuku Junior Orchestra,
Youth Association,Elderly Clubs,
Women's Circle

The Nakagusuku Youth Orchestra, formed in August
1980, was Okinawa’s first youth orchestra. With a motto
of “persistence makes perfect,” it has continued to
actively hold events like its annual Mother’s Day Concert,
and is known by the nickname “The Orchestra inside the
Sugarcane Field.” The orchestra has received awards
from organizations like the Okinawan Residence Confer-
ence for Youth Development and the Ginowan District
Youth Counselor Conference. Practices are held every
Saturday from 2 to 5 p.m. in the Hikari Hall at Nakagu-
suku Elementary school. The orchestra is looking for new
members.

The Nakagusuku Village Youth Association organizes the
Nakagusuku Youth Festival, which is aimed at invigorat-
ing the region. The association contributes to the sound
development of young people through collaboration with
the greater region, which includes supporting events in
the village.

The Nakagusuku Village Elderly Club organizes a
number of different club activities, including folk dance,
Nagoya harp, and bowling. It also organizes gate ball
tournaments, recreation meets, and joint Elderly Club and
Women’s Circle sports days in order to promote the
harmony and health of its members.

The Nakagusuku Village Women’s Joint Association pro-
actively organizes a number of activities, including a
village beautification competition where participants
plant flowers and other vegetation in the village, cooking
classes, and study groups aimed at increasing both knowl-
edge and sophistication.

In addition, it also collaborates with groups such as local
children’s organizations and the Elderly Club in order to
promote the development of the village.
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Nakagusuku Elderly Club Ground Golf  Elderly Club Tournament and

Tournament Recreation Meet

%*757 Elderly Clubs
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Joint Elderly and Women’s
Recreation and Exchange Meet
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Nakagusuku Village Women’s
Joint Association

ﬁk%’ Women's Circle
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Nakagusuku Village memorial service for all the war dead

Peace Deployment Project &
Memorial Service

The village dispatches local junior high school students to
the Nagasaki Peace Memorial Ceremony and Youth Peace
Forum held in Nagasaki Prefecture as part of an effort to
develop leaders of peace promotion and elevate peace con-
sciousness. The village also holds an annual memorial
service honoring those who have lost their lives in war. The
event is attended by the families of those who lost their
lives, as well as many other villagers. Those who attend
give a silent prayer for the spirits of the fallen.

SVEE—ATH—5 /s Youth Peace Forum
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Fire-fighting, Emergencies & Traffic Safety
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Fire drill and fire disaster prevention drill

Rescuing survivors trapped under rubble

Fire-fighting, Emergencies & Traffic Safety

The Nakagusuku Kitanakagusuku Fire Station is striving to make the village a safe and
secure environment. To this end, it provides villagers with basic knowledge about day-to-
day fire disaster prevention, as well as first aid, and studies about fires while also conduct-
ing disaster drills. It has also launched a publicity campaign aimed at increasing the
number of homes with fire alarms. In addition, it visits local neighborhood councils and
provides information sessions on fire alarm installation and maintenance.

The Nakagusuku Village Traffic Safety Promotion Association leads a village-wide traffic
safety campaign in collaboration with local families, schools, and organizations, as well as
the greater region. In addition, it conducts a number of traffic safety initiatives together
with the Ginowan Police Station aimed at eliminating traffic accidents. These include HBF 915X

drunk driving prevention, an awareness campaign, and more. The New Year’s Fire Review

¥
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Exchange with Asahi City, Exchange with Fukuchi Town,

Study Abroad and Children of Okinawan Emigrants

Nakagusuku Village became sister cities with Chiba Prefecture’ s
Asahi City in 2012. Each year, there are exchange events for chil-
dren held in the summer and winter. The purpose of these events is
to foster a richness of spirit and sociability in the children, develop-
ing Nakagusuku’ s future leaders of the 21st century as leaders in
schools and the region.

Nakagusuku Village became sister cities with Fukuoka Prefecture’ s
Fukuchi Town in 2016. In the summer, children from Fukuchi Town
stay at homes in Nakagusuku. In the winter, children from Nakagu-
suku visit Fukuchi. The aim of these exchanges is to promote inter-
action between children from different environments and too
deepen mutual understanding through a wide range of hands-on
activities.

Throughout before and after World War 11, many emigrants immi-
grated to other countries from Nakagusuku Village, and as a result,
many Nakagusuku Villager Associations remain active around the
world.

Since 1996, Nakagusuku Village has hosted young immigrants as
trainees as part of an effort to foster friendship and goodwill
between Japan and their home countries, as well as to develop the
future leaders of the Nakagusuku Villager Associations in those
countries.

In addition, the village conducts a short-term study abroad program
aimed at giving students an international mindset and improving
their ability to adapt to international society. The program gives
junior and senior high school students the opportunity to spend
three weeks in the United States over summer vacation.
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Study Abroad
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Study Abroad and Children of Okinawan Emigrants
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Preserving and Making
the Most of the Historical Natural Environment,
Improving Parks and Green Spaces

The people of Nakagusuku Village have inherited many great
cultural properties of historical significance from their prede-
cessors, including Nakagusuku Castle Ruins, the grave of
Gosamaru, the Asato-no-Tera Temple (a worship site), and
Perry’s Banner Rock.

Taking advantage of the opportunity provided by the Nakagu- : A T S

suku Castle Ruins being listed as a World Heritage site in FEoiE (dhig/\r258)
2000, a number of initiatives to preserve and utilize their natu- Historical Path Nakagusuku Hanta Path (Stone-paved Road)
ral and historical environment have been launched. These

include maintaining a buffer zone around the ruins to preserve

the landscape, creating facilities to display artifacts found at L

the site, improving the cultural property guides, Further, the
historical Hanta Path that once ran from Nakagusuku to Shuri
was designated as a national historical site in March 2015.
Additionally, a project to improve Nakagusuku Park, which is
prefecturally operated and built around the castle ruins, is also
underway. The Kiishibaru Tombs located within that park are
also scheduled to become a designated cultural property. In the
future, the village will conduct historical and academic studies
and research of cultural properties, and plans to create a hub
for exhibitions and historical studies while utilizing the out-
come derived from the studies and research.

Yoshinoura Park has a wide variety of facilities for outdoor
activities, including comprehensive athletic facilities. It serves
as a hub for the sports and recreation of villagers, as well as
people from the wider region. Additionally, parks that serve as
places for day-to-day socialization and relaxation are being
systematically built on a more local level as well. These
include parks in agricultural communities and playgrounds.

Ea)iﬁi\\ Yoshinoura Park
@ Nakagusuku
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Minami Uehara Land Readjustment Project

The Minamiuebaru Land Readjustment Project is building
urban infrastructure centered on the University of the
Ryukyus, aiming to foster a living environment that is in
harmony with nature.

This project, which aims at achieving sound urbanization
while also protecting the natural environment, is playing a
leading role in Nakagusuku Village’ s development. It will
further increase the convenience of public spaces such as
roads and parks. At the same time, following the introduction
of district planning and the creation of the “Furusato no Kao
Zukuri Model District Planning Program™ it will also pro-
mote the creation of a community that is both attractive and
pleasant. The project is scheduled for completion in 2019.

Waste collection,Recycle,
Water Supply and Sewage

Nakagusuku Village formed the Nakagusuku-
Kitanakagusuku Cleaning Affairs Association together with
Kitanakagusuku Village in 1976. This district previously
operated the Aobaen garbage-disposal facility in Nakagu-
suku Village and the Seikaien raw sewage facility in Kita-
nakagusuku. However, the raw sewage facility was moved
to the Sludge Reclamation and Processing Center (Nishihara
Town) operated by the Tobu Cleaning Facility Association
in December 2014 in order to further improve sanitation. In
addition, population and business growth means more gar-
bage, in both amount and variety. Given this fact, the village
is aiming to assuring that all garbage is separated before
collection, with the motto “together, it’s garbage, separated,
it’s a resource.” At the same time, the village is looking to
reduce the amount of garbage by charging for its collection,
etc., while also establishing a garbage disposal system that
is compatible with the transition to resource recycling.
Water and sewage play a major role in the convenience and
comfort of villager’s daily lives. The village is working to
provide a safe and secure water supply by replacing its
obsolete water pipes with newer earthquake resistant ones.
In addition, the village is advancing a project to build a
public sewage system in order to create a comfortable living
environment for its residents. Its ultimate goal is achieving a
sanitary treatment system for domestic sewage.
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Agriculture

Nakagusuku Village is known as an agricul-
tural hub. Its key crop is sugar cane, but its
warm climate makes it suitable for a wide
range of agriculture, including vegetables,
ornamental plants, tropical fruit, and live-
stock farming. In particular, shima-ninjin
and shima-daikon (Okinawan cultivars of
carrot and daikon radish, respectively) are
considered to be its specialty even within
Okinawa.

In order to increase productivity, the village
has been striving to train production organi-
zations and its leaders by implementing land
improvement in lowland areas, and main-
taining the environments of agricultural
communities, and promoting consumptions
of products that are produced locally.

5,%# Fisheries
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Fisheries

Nakagusuku'is a fishing village, and most of the commercial fishing
here is done by longline fishing, gillnetting or fixed-net fishing. In
2008, the ice-making facilities were greatly improved, making it pos-
sible to procure high-quality ice. This has made it possible to main-
tain the freshness of marine products longer, making it easier to ship
them to distance destinations. In addition, leveraging the environ-
mental characteristics of its littoral waters, the village is working on
a number of aquaculture projects aimed at invigorating its fisheries
production. These include experimental stocking of giant clam, as
well as the intermediate breeding and stocking of spangled emperor.
Further, the village conducted major improvements to the fishing
port from 2008 to 2012, improving safety and convenience for the
fishing industry.



Commerce, Industry and Tourism
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Specialties of Nakagusuku Village,Tourism, _
“Toyomu Nakagusuku”Information Dissemination Tool, LEPES
Commerce & Industry

Nakagusuku Village produces many different products, each of which is created with
wisdom and techniques passed down for generations. In addition to agricultural prod-
ucts that have received the bounty of nature, processed products that utilize the latter,
and handicrafts made with the skill of true craftsmen, a variety of new products are
created each year. The village is proud of its many products, each of which is made
with great natural ingredients and tender-loving care.

The Nakagusuku Castle Ruins, a World Heritage Site and Nationally Designed His-
torical Site, are the pride of Nakagusuku Village, and the centerpiece of its tourism
industry. Currently, there are a number of projects in motion aiming to improve
Nakagusuku Park, preserve its historical sites, and more. At the same time, the
village is promoting the use of the ruins in a way that leverages the region’ s charac-
teristics, such as using their use as an event venue. In addition, Kuba beach is a popu-
lar spot for water sports, and is bustling with families on the weekends. The view
from Agai Tida Bridge located on the high grounds of the Minami Uebaru district is
also amazing. The village is working on tourism promotion projects that make the
most of resources like these.

Nakagusuku Village disseminates tourism information on its Toyomu Nakagusuku
tourism information website, as well as by using social media tools such as its
Toyomu Nakagusuku Facebook page. The Toyomu Nakagusuku homepage and
guidebooks are available in seven languages (Japanese, English, Korean, Simplified
and Traditional Chinese, Spanish, and Portuguese) and contain variety of information
about Nakagusuku both domestically and abroad aimed at attracting tourists.
Business in Nakagusuku Village is not limited to the local area. Broad-based busi-
ness activities capable of responding to external demand are gradually growing here.
A new energy company has begun operations, joining a list of companies that
includes a food processing plant and steel mill. In addition to supporting existing B

businesses, the village is working to create jobs and invigorate the region by attract- ER¥EFTPIND TEEF T

ing new businesses in line with the land use planning situation. Industrial integrated zone of Nakagusuku Village

@ Nakagusuku
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Area introduction
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Greeting

Nakagusuku Village is located in the middle of
the central-southern regions of the Okinawa
main island. Encompassing an abundant
natural environment, World Heritage Site
Nakagusuku Castle Remains and other
historical cultural properties which have been
handed down to us today from our ancestors,
“Toyomu” Nakagusuku has developed.
“Toyomu” means “to ring out.” The word
originates from a traditional Ryukyuan song
composed during the days of the Kingdom of
the Ryukyus. It is understood as expressing an
ideal village that is bursting with energy in
terms of its culture, livelihood and all aspects,
resounding throughout the world.

In May 2016, Nakagusuku Village celebrated
the opening of Gosamaru Historical Materials
Library, a new symbol of the village. In June,
the village population passed the 20,000 mark.
In addition, we are working on the
construction of a new building for the village
office, which many residents are looking

Mayor, Nakagusuku Village
Keisuke Hamada

forward to, and are proceeding to develop
Nakagusuku Village with the goal of creating
an even brighter future. A particular emphasis
has been placed on support for mothers and
fathers. Making use of the village’s bountiful
nature and close proximity to urban areas, we
are providing comprehensive assistance for
raising children in the form of policies and
measures, and improving the environment so
that parents can bring up their children here in
Nakagusuku Village, with a peace of mind.

So that Nakagusuku Village will continue to
resound throughout eternity, while benefiting
from the good counsel and advice of our
village residents, I will devote all my efforts to
making our village a place where people want
to live and want to continue to live.

It is my sincere hope that this profile of
Nakagusuku Village will show the charm and
appeal of our village to many people, and be
used and be of use to many people as well.
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Municipal Assembly < H
The Nakagusuku Village Assembly is comprised of 16 members chosen in a direct election. The %
Assembly deliberates and makes decisions on important matters, including village ordinances ES
and budgets. It assembles at periodic intervals and holds extraordinary sessions whenever El

o

necessary. Moreover, a committee system, which is comprised of the Standing Committee on
General Affairs, Standing Committee on Construction, and Standing Committee on Culture,
Education and Social Issues, has been established to provide forums with more efficient
discussions on issues from specialized perspectives.
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What changes
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TEL 098-895-2131
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http://www.vill.nakagusuku.okinawa.jp/
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